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JUSTICE DENIED

AMERICA’S CONTINUING NEGLECT OF
OUR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT TO COUNSEL

Report of the

National Right to Counsel Committee

, st¢

defendants i Mount Vernon and Burlington are systematically deprived of the assistance of
counsel at critical stages of the prosecution and that municipal policymakers have made
deliberate choices regarding the funding. contracting, and momtoring of the public defense
system that directly and predictably caused the deprivation. The period of time during which
Rachard S"g-’bl’ﬂ]]d\f and Morgan Witt (heremafter, Sybrandy and Witt) provided pubh-: defense

. to have the Assistance of Counsel for
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Crisis In Indigent Defense Nationally
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violation. and what the appropriate remedy 1s.

FINDINGS OF FACT

Plamntiffs have shown, by a preponderance of the evidence, that indigent criminal

criminal prosecutions. the accused shall enjoy the night . .
his defense.” Plamtiffs filed this lawswit 1n Skagit County Supenior Court 1n order to challenge
the constitutional adequacy of the public defense system provided by the City of Mount Vernon
and the City of Burlington. The defendant mumicipalities removed the case to federal court on
July 3, 2011, Testimony on this matter was heard by the Court commencing on June 3, 2013,
and concluding on June 18, 2013. Additional briefing closed in August of 2013

At trial. plamntiffs set out to prove that the Cities of Mount Vernon and Burlington
are regularly and systematically failing to provide effective assistance of counsel to indigent
persons charged with crimes. thereby violating both the federal and state constitutions and

! In addition to the evidence presented at trial, the Court has considered the post-trial
submussions of the parties. the Washington Defender Association, and the United States. The “Motion
of Washington Defender Association For Leave to File Amicus Cuniae Brief” (Dkt. # 321) 15
GRANTED.
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NC Exonerations:
The Human And Financial Costs
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Winston-Salem anl ng ple executed in North Carolina, one innoc; ( IIT]AL}\'TI *\I}:b aaTh
Wrongfully Convicted Inmate

our people spent more than a decade on dj

$1eM e cario s .o SR N C. agtees to $12 million settlement for two
Inflawed murder - WrONGlY IMprisoned men
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Menday night at its regularly scheduled .
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WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. — The clty of y were sentenced to death have served 112
Winston-Salem will pay more than $1.6
million to a wrongfully convicted inmate
cleared by DNA evidence.

Darryl Hunt spent 18 years in prison for the

1984 stabbing death of Deborah Sykes, a

MORE OM THIS Winston-Salem woman who was raped and
killed while walking to work downtown,

North Carolina’s State Bureau of Investigation and its insirers have agreed to pay $12475 million to two
7 | innocent menwho spenta total of 31 years behind hars.

He was released in 2003, and Gov. Mike Easley pardoned
him in 2004 after DNA testing identified another man,
Willard Brown, in the case.

A JOSEPH NEFF AND MANDY LOCKE - RALEIGH NEWS & OBSERVER

i North Carolina’s State Bureau of Investigation and its insurers have agreed to pay $12.475
i million to two innocent men who spent a total of 31 years behind bars,
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The state agreed to pay $7.85 million to settle the state Lawsuit filed by Floyd Brown, a
mentally disabled man locked up for 14 years in a psychiatric hospital based on what his
lawyers said was a false confession created out of whole cloth by an SBI agent. Brown has
piin also reached a separate settlement with Anson County, whose sheriff’s deputies helped
investigate the case. A federal judge has sealed the Anson County settlement; North
Carolina lavw requires that all such cout settlements be public records.

. o i - h\' \judge declared him innocent. McCollum spent 30 years on N.C.s death The state also agreed to pay $4.625 million to Greg Taylor, a Wake County man convicted
Joseph Sledge is shown here at Pamiico Correctional Institution in Bayboro, North Carollna in 2013, oL, Iﬂ 1993 fOI' t.he murder ofa woman fOUHd beﬂten ﬂﬂd ab'cmd()ﬂed iI] an East Rﬂlelgh CU.I'dC'

Sledge, 68, who served 34 years in prison, 15 poised to become the oldest and longest-serving Inmate in
Narth Carolina found to be wrangly convicted. Photo by Frhan Hyman/Ralelgh News & ObserveryMCT via
etty Images Sac,
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