GUARDIAN AD LITEM ATTORNEY PRACTICE MANUAL
APPENDIX

 Sample Letter to Unrepresented Parent 

 Regarding Obtaining Consent to Talk to Child(
Dear Parent:

I am the attorney, and ________________ is the Guardian ad Litem appointed to represent your child, __________________, in juvenile court because a juvenile petition has been filed alleging that she has been sexually abused by your husband, ________________.  A copy or our court appointment order is enclosed with this letter.  Our job includes investigating the case and making recommendations to the court about what is in the best interest of your child.  We spoke to you about this in court at the hearing which was held on ____________.  When you appeared in court, you did not want a court appointed attorney, so I am writing directly to you to let you know another important legal fact concerning your child which you may not be aware of.

Another part of our job is to decide if attorneys and people working with attorneys can talk to _____________ and if she can talk to them.  Legal rules give this authority to me as ____________’s attorney for this case.  Even though _____________ is your child and is placed with you and you make most of the decisions about her, you cannot allow her to talk to any attorneys who are involved in either this juvenile case or the criminal case against your husband for sex abuse.  This means that you cannot let her talk to your own attorney, If you choose to hire one.  This means she cannot talk to your husband’s attorney for the criminal case or his attorney for the juvenile case.  This is true even if they also represent you.  This means she cannot even talk to these attorneys if she wants to.  You should not take her with you if you go to a lawyer’s office concerning this case.  You should not let her talk to any attorney other than me on the telephone.  If any attorneys or anyone who works with an attorney wants to talk to your child, please have them contact me.  If the District Attorney of Johnson County Department of Social Services attorney want to interview __________________, I will give them permission to do so, but they will need to contact me first.

If you do not understand this letter or if you have questions about it, please call me.  Thank you for your cooperation.







( Sample provided by Judy Kornegay, Attorney Advocate, District 7
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