GUARDIAN AD LITEM ATTORNEY PRACTICE MANUAL
APPENDIX

Sample Letter to Respondent Attorney 

 Regarding Obtaining Consent to Talk to Child
Dear Attorney:

I am appointed in Johnson County case file number _________ as the Attorney Advocate and ______________is appointed as the Guardian ad Litem for the minor child ______________, who is the alleged victim of _____(sex abuse, physical abuse, neglect)____ in Johnson County Juvenile file number ____________.  You are named as attorney of record for your client, __________________, who is named in the juvenile petition in this case (or is charged criminally in Johnson County criminal file number _______) as being the perpetrator of these acts.  Enclosed is a copy of my court appointment order.

As you know, attorneys are not permitted to speak with represented persons without the consent of their attorney.  This rule applies to children represented by a Guardian ad Litem attorney advocate, and an attorney wishing to speak to the child must obtain consent from the attorney advocate. State Bar Ethics Opinions, including RPC 61 and RPC 249, support and clarify this rule, and a copy of each has been enclosed for your convenience. 

This letter is to inform you that the Guardian ad Litem and I specifically prohibit you, your agent, or anyone on your behalf from having any contact whatsoever with my client or discussing this case with him/her in any manner.  If you have any question about this, please call me.  Thank you. 
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