GUARDIAN AD LITEM ATTORNEY PRACTICE MANUAL
APPENDIX

Sample Letter to Respondent Attorney Regarding Obtaining Consent

to Talk to Child When Child Is Placed With Respondent Parent
Dear Attorney:

I am appointed in Johnson County case file number _________ as the Attorney Advocate and ______________is appointed as the Guardian ad Litem for the minor child ______________, who is the alleged victim of _____(sex abuse, physical abuse, neglect)____ in Johnson County Juvenile file number ____________.  My client remains placed in the home of your client, ______________,  her respondent mother.  As you know, attorneys are not permitted to speak with represented persons without the consent of their attorney.  This rule applies to children represented by a Guardian ad Litem attorney advocate, and an attorney wishing to speak to the child must obtain consent from the attorney advocate.  This is a legal rule which is not commonly known or understood by parents. State Bar Ethics Opinions, including RPC 61 and RPC 249, support and clarify this rule, and a copy of each has been enclosed for your convenience. 

I would appreciate it if you would be sure that your client clearly understands that because a Guardian ad Litem  and attorney advocate have been appointed in this matter, she no longer has the parental prerogative to allow her child to talk to any attorney who is involved in this case or the criminal case arising out of the same circumstances.  Further, the Guardian ad Litem and I specifically prohibit either the respondent father’s attorney in the juvenile case, his attorney in the criminal case, you, or any agents or anyone on behalf of any attorney involved in this case or the criminal case from having any contact whatsoever with my client or discussing this case with him/her in any manner.  If you have any question about this, please call me.  Thank you for your assistance with this matter.
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