GUARDIAN AD LITEM ATTORNEY PRACTICE MANUAL
TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS

§ 4.12  Putative Father Checklist(
A “Putative Father” refers to the person alleged to have fathered the child whose parentage is at issue.

Child’s name:  ________________________________
Today’s date:  ______________________

Date of birth:  ___________________________
Place of birth:  ____________________________

Birth certificate in file?  Yes____
No____


Child’s current placement:  ____________________________________________________________

Mother’s name:  _____________________________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________________________________

Phone number:  (h)  ________________________
(w)  ____________________________________

Date of birth:  _____________________
Social Security number:  __________________________

Putative father’s name: _______________________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________________________________

Phone number:  (h)  ________________________
(w)  ____________________________________

Date of birth:  _____________________
Social Security number:  __________________________

Named father on birth certificate: _______________________________________________________

Have the above named parents ever been married to each other, and if so when?  __________________

Have above named parents been divorced?  ____  If so, when? ________________________________

Have the above named parents ever been married to anyone else and if so, to whom and when?

__________________________________________________________________________________

Has any court ever dealt with the issue of paternity involving this child, whether or not this putative father was involved and if so, describe what, when and where:  ________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Has there been an inquiry as to whether paternity has been established by affidavit filed in the central registry of the Department of Human Resources?  Yes____  No____

If so, date and content of reply from DHR: ________________________________________________

Has father ever attempted to legitimate the child pursuant to 49-10 or filed a petition for that purpose?  If so, describe where and when:_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Was father aware of child’s birth?  Yes____  No____  When did father become aware of pregnancy or birth?  _____________________________________________________________________________

Does father hold himself out as the father of this child? ______________________________________

Does mother claim this putative father is the actual father of her child?___________________________

Has mother identified this putative father as the father in a sworn or written statement?  

__________________________________________________________________________________

Has mother made statements that contradict that this putative father is the father of the child?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Does the child refer to this putative father as a father? _______________________________________

Has father ever lived with this child?  Yes____  No____
If so, when?  ________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Is father currently in contact with this child?  Yes____  No____  If so, describe nature of contact or if not, explain any circumstances that might prevent such contact:  _______________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Has father ever had caretaking responsibilities for this child?  Yes____  No____  If so, describe when, for what period of time, and the circumstances:  ____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Does father give financial support to mother and/or child?  Yes____  No____  If so, describe whether it is by way of agreement or order, whether it is consistent, how much and how often:  __________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Describe any other facts which make it more likely that this named putative father is or is not in fact the father of this child: 

Note:( Adapted from the Putative Father Checklist, by Niagara County Department of Social Services, printed in the Child Advocate’s Legal Guide by the North American Council on Adoptable Children.  
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