GUARDIAN AD LITEM ATTORNEY PRACTICE MANUAL
APPENDIX

Notice of Service of Process by Publication for

Termination of Parental Rights

(Another Version)

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA


IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

COUNTY OF _____________


DISTRICT COURT DIVISION








FILE NO. ____ J____

IN THE MATTER OF:


)
NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PROCESS BY


__________________


)
PUBLICATION RE: TERMINATION OF 








)
PARENTAL RIGHTS







)
(G.S. 7B-1106; Rule 4(j1) of the N.C. Rules 

__________________


)
of Civil Procedure)

TO:  Father (Mother) (Father and Mother) of a Male/ Female juvenile born or about ___________ in ___________ County, ______(city)______, _____(state)____, Respondent(s).


PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a petition ahs been filed by the ______________ County Department of Social Services (petitioner) for the purpose of terminating your parental rights to the above named minor child(ren).  You must prepare and file with the Clerk of Superior Court of _____________ County a written answer to the petition within forty (40) days from the date of the first publication of this notice (written below).  You also must serve a copy of the answer on the petitioner’s attorney (address below).  If you fail to file answer within the time period specified above, your parental rights to the child may be terminated, and the petitioner will apply to the Court for the relief demanded in the petition.


You are entitled to attend any hearing affecting your parental rights.  You are entitled to have an attorney appointed by the Court if you cannot afford one, provided that you request an attorney at or before the time of the hearing.  You may contact the Clerk of Superior Court immediately to request counsel.  This is a new case and any attorney appointed previously will not represent you in this proceeding unless ordered by the Court.


If your address is known, the date, time and place of the hearing of the petition will be mailed to you upon filing of an answer or forty (40) days from the date of the first publication of this notice (written below) if no answer is filed. 


You may call the Deputy Clerk of the juvenile Court of _________ County at _________ for further information. 


This the _______day of _____________, __________.









[ATTORNEY NAME]









Attorney for Petitioner









[Attorney Address]









[Attorney Telephone Number]

Published: _______________________________
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