GUARDIAN AD LITEM ATTORNEY PRACTICE MANUAL
APPENDIX

Motion to Produce Records
NORTH CAROLINA(


IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE 







DISTRICT COURT DIVISION (JUVENILE)

WAKE COUNTY



FILE NOS:  __________

IN THE MATTERS OF 



)

MINOR CHILD, 




)
MOTION TO PRODUCE

__________________



)
RECORDS

DOB:  






)

NOW COMES the minor child, by and through the child’s guardian ad litem and counsel, and hereby moves the Court for an Order that the entire mental health record, including, but not limited to, substance abuse records of Respondent Mother, be produced for review by the Guardian ad Litem.  In support thereof, the Movant alleges and says as follows:


1.  The Guardian ad Litem is duly appointed by the Court and is ordered to and has a statutory obligation to investigate the matter before the court.


2.  ______________is a named party to this action, the Respondent mother.


3.  The petition in this matter alleges that respondent ___________ has a history of substance abuse.


4.  Respondent has been hospitalized at Johnson hospital on at least one occasion, and may have had intake, screening, evaluation or treatment at the Furman Mental Health Center, and the Pleasantville Alcohol and Drug abuse Treatment Center in Pleasantville, North Carolina.


5.  Respondent’s mental health records, including any identification and/or treatment as a substance abuser, are relevant information to this case and the Guardian ad Litem needs to review those records in order to fulfill her court ordered and statutory duties for these minor children, specifically to assess Respondent’s mental status, the allegations of the petition, and her ability to parent her children, any needed services, and the best interest of the children.


6.  Without a court order, the Guardian ad Litem will be unable to obtain this information which she believes to be necessary to fully protect the children and provide adequate representation to them.


7.  The Juvenile Court proceedings are confidential, and the information in these records will remain confidential if provided to the Guardian ad Litem.


8.  Without the substance abuse records, the Guardian ad Litem will be unable to assess the needs of the children in developing a permanent plan.


WHEREFORE, the undersigned prays the Court for its Order providing for release of the mental health records of Respondent, from the Furman Mental Health Center and the Pleasantville Alcohol and Drug abuse Treatment Center, including, but not limited to her substance abuse records, to the court for the Court’s in camera review, and for said records thereafter to be provided to the Guardian ad Litem for review.

This the ____ day of __________, _____.









_____________________________









Attorney Advocate 









Address

                                                                                                Telephone Number

[Attach Certificate of Service]







( This sample derived from draft provided by Judy Kornegay, Attorney Advocate, district 7(
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