GUARDIAN AD LITEM ATTORNEY PRACTICE MANUAL
THE PRE-ADJUDICATION STAGE

§ 1.10  Nonsecure Custody Hearing Checklist*

Case name:  ____________________________
    Date of hearing: ________________________
Preparing for the nonsecure custody hearing:
_____  
  Receipt of petition

_____
  Receipt of summons

_____
  Receipt of custody order

_____
  Talked to GAL volunteer  

_____
  Talked to GAL staff

_____
  Reviewed petition for legal defects,             
  factual inaccuracies 

_____
  Reviewed petition for 



  jurisdiction/venue problems 

_____
  Motion to amend petition? (yes/ no)

Is the child’s current placement acceptable?    (yes/no) __________________________________

Motion to change placement or for nonsecure custody?  Explain:  __________________________________________________________________________________

Position of DSS concerning nonsecure custody:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Position of parent(s) concerning nonsecure custody:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do all parties consent to nonsecure custody placement? _______________________________

Evidence (witness names, exhibits) expected to be presented by DSS at nonsecure custody hearing:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Additional evidence GAL needs to present at nonsecure custody hearing (witnesses, exhibits):  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
At the Nonsecure Custody Hearing
Persons who should be present:
Role

         Name

	Judge
	________________________

	Parents (not term.)
	________________________

	Relatives w/legal
	

	     standing
	________________________

	Other custodial
	

	     adults
	________________________

	DSS caseworker
	________________________

	GAL volunteer
	________________________

	GAL attorney
	

	      advocate
	________________________

	Court reporter
	________________________

	Security personnel
	________________________

	
	________________________
         ________________________


Persons whose presence may be needed: 

Role

        Name
	Children
	________________________

	Extended family
	

	     members
	________________________

	Adoptive parents
	________________________

	Law enf. Officers
	________________________

	Service providers
	________________________

	Juv. ct. counselor
	________________________

	Prob/parole officer
	________________________

	Other witnesses
	________________________________________________


*Note:   Portions of this checklist may not be applicable to the initial nonsecure hearing when information is limited 

Issues to Address in the Nonsecure Custody Hearing

Placement of the child pending adjudication:

_________________________________________

Has DSS made reasonable efforts to avoid placement outside the home?  __________________________________________________________________________________

Are there relatives or other adults that could

be considered for placement?

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Is this placement the least disruptive and most family-like alternative?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Under this placement, will the child have to change schools and, if so, can this be avoided?

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Under this placement, will the child be taken away from any regular activities or appointments and, if so, can this be avoided? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Services to be provided to parent(s) before adjudication:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Services to be provided to child/ren before adjudication:

__________________________________________________________________________________
What are the terms and conditions of visitation between parent and child?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are the terms and conditions of visitation between siblings or others?

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Will the parent be paying any child support?

_________________________________________

Missing parent and paternity issues:

_________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Other Matters

Were any motions filed?

_________________________________________

Actions to be taken by GAL/AA:

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Have parties been served?  ___________________

Were there admissions to the court concerning the allegations contained in the petition?  _________________________________________

_________________________________________

Date and time of next hearing:

_________________________________________

Other notes:

_________________________________________
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