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Motion for Appointment of a

Volunteer Interpreter to

Assist Guardian ad Litem
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA(




File No.______









In the General Court of Justice

________________  County




      District Court Division







)

IN THE MATTER OF


)







)
MOTION FOR APPOINTMENT 




)
OF A VOLUNTEER INTERPRETER








)
TO ASSIST GUARDIAN AD LITEM






)







) 
(G.S. 7B-601)

NOW COMES ___[insert name of child]___ (the “Child”), by and through [his/her] court-appointed Guardian ad Litem and attorney, and moves the court for an order appointing ____[insert name of volunteer interpreter]___ to serve as a volunteer foreign language interpreter to assist the Child’s Guardian ad Litem and attorney in fulfilling their statutory duty to conduct an investigation to determine the facts, the needs of the Child, and the available resources with the family and community to meet those needs, and further authorizing the Child’s Guardian ad Litem to disclose to ___[insert name of volunteer interpreter]__  confidential information about this matter, if necessary, so that the interpreter may effectively assist the Child’s Guardian ad Litem and attorney.  In support of this Motion, the Child shows unto the court as follows:

1.
On __ [insert date of petition]___, the ________ County of Social Services filed a petition alleging that the Child is dependent, neglected, and/or abused.

2.
On __ [insert date GAL appointment order was signed] ___, pursuant to G.S. §7B-601, the Court appointed __[insert GAL’s name] __ to serve as the Child’s Guardian ad Litem and __[insert attorney’s name]__ to serve as the Child’s attorney.

3.
In order to fulfill the duties outlined in G.S. §7B-601(a), specifically the duty to conduct an investigation to determine the facts, the needs of the Child, and the resources available within the family and community to meet those needs, the Child’s Guardian ad Litem and attorney will need to interview the Child’s parents and other persons who have information and knowledge relevant to this matter.  

4.
Upon information and belief, the Child’s parents and/or other persons with information and knowledge relevant to this matter speak Spanish, but do not speak English.  

5.
___ [insert name of volunteer interpreter] ___ has volunteered his/her services as a foreign language interpreter to assist the Child’s Guardian ad Litem and attorney. 

6.
Upon information and belief, ___ [insert name of volunteer interpreter] ___ is qualified by knowledge, skill, experience, training, and education to interpret the Spanish language into the English language and the English language into the Spanish language.

7.
In the course of assisting the Child’s Guardian ad Litem or attorney by providing interpreting services, it will become necessary for information about this case to be disclosed to the volunteer language interpreter.  The Child’s Guardian ad Litem, who is bound by the appointment order to maintain the confidentiality of this case, will need the Court’s authorization for such disclosure. 

8.
Appointment of  ___ [insert name of volunteer interpreter] ___ to assist the Child’s Guardian ad Litem is in the best interests of the Child. 

Wherefore, the Child, through his/her Guardian ad Litem and attorney, pray the Court for its order appointing ___ [insert name of volunteer interpreter] ___ to serve as a volunteer foreign language interpreter to assist the Guardian ad Litem in interviewing Spanish speaking persons who may have information and knowledge relevant to this matter, and further authorizing the Child’s Guardian ad Litem to disclose, as necessary, information about the case to the volunteer foreign language interpreter.

This the __________ day of January, 2001.






________________________________


 



John Doe, Attorney Advocate






Address






Phone

[Attach Certificate of Service]
Order Appointing Volunteer Interpreter
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA(




File No.______









In the General Court of Justice

________________  County




      District Court Division

IN THE MATTER OF


)







)
ORDER APPOINTING  




)
VOLUNTEER INTERPRETER








)
TO ASSIST GUARDIAN AD LITEM







)

THIS CAUSE coming on for hearing before the Honorable ____[insert name of judge]______ presiding at the __[insert date of hearing]___ session of the ____________ County District Court on ___[insert name of child]’s___ (the “Child”) motion for appointment of a volunteer language interpreter to assist the Child’s Guardian ad Litem;   

The Court finding that a sufficient showing has been made for the appointment of a foreign language interpreter as requested by the Child, that ___[insert name of volunteer interpreter]__  is qualified by knowledge, skill, experience, training and education to interpret the Spanish language into the English language and the English language into the Spanish language, that a foreign language interpreter is necessary in order for the Child’s Guardian ad Litem and attorney to conduct an investigation to determine the facts, the needs of the juvenile, and the available resources within the family and community to meet those needs, and that such appointment would be in the best interests of the Child; 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that ____[insert name of volunteer interpreter]___ is appointed to serve as a volunteer foreign language interpreter to assist the Child’s Guardian ad Litem in this matter.  The volunteer foreign language interpreter is not authorized by this appointment to serve as a court interpreter in this matter, but is appointed solely as a volunteer to assist the Child’s Guardian ad Litem in the investigation of this matter.  Furthermore, this appointment does not entitle the volunteer foreign language interpreter to payment for professional services, expenses, or fees; 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the volunteer foreign language interpreter shall treat all information that he/she hears or obtains concerning this matter as confidential and shall not disclose any such information except to the Child’s Guardian ad Litem or attorney, or as ordered by a court of competent jurisdiction; 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Child’s Guardian ad Litem and attorney may disclose to the volunteer language interpreter as much information about this matter as necessary to facilitate their investigation to determine the facts of this matter, the needs of the juvenile, and the available resources within the family and the community to meet those needs.

 This the ___ day of January, 2001.






________________________________


 



____________County District Court Judge Presiding







( Sample provided by Debra Sasser


( Sample provided by Debra Sasser





279
282
281

