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NOW COMES the children, by and through their Guardian ad Litem and counsel, and 

Prays the Court for an order pursuant to G.S. 7A-454 authorizing the State to pay for the fees for the services of a psychological expert witness to inform the Court of needs of the minor children, and in support of this motion shows the following:

1. The minor children herein were adjudicated abused on March 31, 1998.  They were 

left in the custody of the Wake County Department of Social Services and continued in placement with their paternal aunt and uncle.

2. The Guardian ad Litem is duly appointed by the Court and is ordered to and has a 

statutory obligation to conduct follow up investigations to ensure that the court orders are properly executed, and report to the court when the needs of the children are not being met.

3. Upon information and belief, the current placement of the minor children is not in 

their best interest and does not provide them with the stability and nurture that they need; therefore, they are in need of further review by the Court to determine appropriate placement for them.


4.  The minor child,  ________, has special emotional needs, is currently in counseling at the Wake Orange Mental Health Center, has had a Child Mental Health Evaluation, and has been identified by the public school as a special student.


5.  The minor child , ________, is very hyperactive and was recommended to have a 

Developmental Evaluation to determine if he has special needs.  He has had a Child Mental Health Examination and is in counseling at the Wake Orange Mental Health Center.


6.  The Child Mental health Examiner and the children’s therapist have information 

which is relevant to the placement and visitation needs of these children.


7.  The Guardian ad Litem for the minor children needs to present evidence to the Court 

regarding their needs concerning placement and visitation with their parent and needs an Order of the Court to call __________________, Ph.D., as an expert witness.


8.  The minor children are indigent and cannot pay for the fees and expenses of their 

expert psychological witness and need an order of the Court for the expenses and fees of their expert to be paid by the State pursuant to N.C.G.S. §7A-454.


WHEREFORE, the minor children, through their Guardian ad Litem and Attorney Advocate, pray the Court for its order authorizing payment of expert witness fees and expenses to be paid pursuant to G.S. §7A-454.


This the 20th day of April, 1998.








__________________________________








Jane Johnson, Attorney Advocate 








820 Nichole Ln.








Raleigh, N.C. 27803-1543








(919) 937-6343








St. Bar No: 27134

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE


I hereby certify that I have this day served all parties or their attorney with a copy of this Motion by hand delivery or by depositing it in the U.S. mail, postage prepaid, properly addressed, pursuant to Rule 5 of the Rules of Civil Procedure.


This the 20th day of April, 1998 
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Order for Expert

NORTH CAROLINA(
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE DISTRICT COURT DIVISION 

ORANGE COUNTY

FILE NO:

IN THE MATTER OF
)



)

DOB 
)

ORDER


THIS CAUSE coming on to be heard before the Undersigned Judge Presiding at the May 24, 1998 Session of the Orange County District Court sitting at Raleigh, North Carolina for the hearing of juvenile matters, upon motion of the Guardian ad Litem for an order of the Court to be allowed to call an expert witness, and it appearing that those in attendance include, the juvenile, __________; __________, social worker for the Orange County Department of Social Services and her attorney, _______, Staff attorney for the Orange County Department of Social Services, __________, Guardian ad Litem for the juvenile, and the attorney advocate, Jane Johnson; and the Court, after considering the evidence presented does make the following FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The juvenile has special emotional needs, is currently in psychotherapy and is placed 

in the ____________.

2.  The juvenile has been identified by the public schools as a special student for several years and has been classified as Behaviorally and Emotionally Handicapped (BEH).

3.  There is some dispute about…….

4.  A complete psychological evaluation of the juvenile has been performed by 

______________, Ph.D., a psychologist at the University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill and his testimony is necessary in this matter.

5.  The juvenile, through his Guardian ad Litem, needs to present testimony to the court 

regarding his special needs and needs to call _____________ as an expert witness to present that testimony.

6.  The juvenile is indigent and cannot pay for the fees and expenses of his expert

psychologist witness and needs an order of the Court for the expenses and fees of his expert to be paid by the State pursuant to N.C.G.S. §7A-454


Based upon the foregoing findings of fact, the Court makes the following CONCLUSIONS OF LAW:

1.   The testimony of a psychologist who can identify and explain the special needs of the juvenile in this matter is necessary for the Court to have sufficient information upon to which to find facts and make orders concerning this juvenile.

2. The juvenile is indigent.

3. The payment of an expert witness for the juvenile is authorized by the General 

Statutes of North Carolina pursuant to § 7A-454.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the guardian ad litem for the juvenile is authorized to call as an expert witness, _____________, Ph.D. to testify at the hearing of this matter and that his expenses and expert witness fee shall be paid by the State pursuant to N.C.G.S. §7A-454.

This the ______ day of _____________, 1993.







_____________________________






The Honorable _________________







District Court Judge Presiding
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