GUARDIAN AD LITEM ATTORNEY PRACTICE MANUAL
ADJUDICATION

§ 2.10  WORKSHEET FOR ADJUDICATION*(
Trial Preparation
_____  
Received all necessary information from GAL volunteer concerning relevant facts and perceptions of GAL. 

_____ 
GAL believes there is evidence of abuse, neglect, or dependency (circle those that apply) to support an

adjudication   ______________________________________________________________________________

Summarize key facts that do or do not support the allegations of abuse, neglect, or dependency:

How does the child feel about this proceeding? 

Is it possible to have the child(ren) present at adjudication even if they are not an appropriate witness?

Does the parent need a GAL pursuant to 7B-602?  Yes/No

Has paternity been established?  Yes/No  If not, explain how paternity has been or will be handled:

Does the Indian Child Welfare Act apply to this case? ______________________________________________

Date of any  prehearing conference (formal or informal): ____________________________________________

Is there a consent agreement in this case?  Yes/No

Are any  prehearing evaluations of parent(s) or child taking place?  If so, are they court ordered? 

What other services have been provided to the child(ren) or parents? 

Describe parent(s)’ response to such services:   

DSS general position on the case: 
Parent(s)’ general position on the case: 

Agreed upon stipulations: 

Contested Issues: _______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Summary of Evidence Expected to Be Presented by DSS or Parent(s)

Social Services’ witnesses and exhibits for trial:

Parent(s)’ witnesses and exhibits for trial:

_________________________________________
_______________________________________

_________________________________________
_______________________________________

_________________________________________
_______________________________________

_________________________________________
_______________________________________

_________________________________________
_______________________________________

_________________________________________
_______________________________________

_________________________________________
_______________________________________

Problems with DSS’ evidence: 



Problems with parents’ evidence: _________________________________________
_______________________________________

_________________________________________
_______________________________________

_________________________________________
_______________________________________

_________________________________________
_______________________________________

 Summary of Evidence to Be Presented by GAL
	   Witness or exhibit
	Subpoena

  status
	                Significant evidence intended to be 

            presented  through this witness or exhibit

	1.
	
	

	2.
	
	

	3.
	
	

	4.
	
	

	5.
	
	

	6.
	
	

	7.
	
	


Summarize any problems with the above evidence to be introduced by the GAL:  

List any pretrial motions being made by any party:_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

List any case law that applies to your case:

Case:                                               
Issue case discusses:  

__________________________
__
________________________________________________________

____________________________
________________________________________________________

____________________________
________________________________________________________

____________________________
________________________________________________________

____________________________
________________________________________________________

Adjudicatory Hearing
	Persons who should be present:


	Persons whose presence may be needed:

	____  Judge  _________________________________
	____  Children  ________________________________

	____  Parent(s) whose rights have not been terminated

          ______________________________________
	____  Extended family members  __________________

          ________________________________________

	____  Parent(s)’ attorney(s) _____________________

          ______________________________________
	____  Counselor/therapist   _______________________

          ________________________________________

	____  Social Services caseworker(s)  _____________

          ______________________________________
	____  Experts (medical or other)  __________________

          ________________________________________

	____  GAL volunteer  _________________________
	____  Law enforcement officers

	____  GAL attorney advocate  __________________
	____  Adoptive parents  _________________________

	____  Court reporter or recording equipment
	____  Foster parents   ___________________________

	____  Relatives with legal standing, other custodial

          adults _________________________________
	____  Other service providers  ____________________

           _______________________________________

	          ______________________________________

____  Security personnel
	____  Juvenile court counselor

____  Probation or parole officer

	____  Agency attorney _________________________
	____  Anyone else with specific knowledge 

           about the circumstances surrounding the child or

           parent that would help support your case                                                     

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	
	


Summary of Key Evidence Presented at Hearing

	(copy additional pages of this chart as needed)
	Significant issue addressed by this witness or exhibit
	Significant content of testimony or exhibit
	Points to argue based on this evidence

	Witness:

Exhibit:

Exhibit #:  

Exhibit admitted?

Direct Exam by:

Cross Exam by:


	
	
	

	Witness:

Exhibit:

Exhibit #:  

Exhibit admitted?

Direct Exam by:

Cross Exam by:


	
	
	

	Witness:

Exhibit:

Exhibit #:  

Exhibit admitted?

Direct Exam by:

Cross Exam by:


	
	
	

	Witness:

Exhibit:

Exhibit #:

Exhibit admitted?

Direct Exam by:

Cross Exam by:
	
	
	


Key Decisions the Court Should Make at Adjudication:

Which allegations of the petition have been admitted or  proved by clear and convincing evidence, if any:  

Additional Issues to Address at Adjudication


(some of which will not apply when disposition will take place immediately following adjudication)

Where the child is to be placed prior to disposition:  _______________________________________________

Whether further testing or evaluation of the child or parents is necessary prior to disposition: _______________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Whether the agency is taking prompt steps to evaluate relatives as possible caretakers (including relatives from outside the area) in preparation for disposition: 

When child is placed with parent, whether such placement is to be conditioned on no contact between child and/or caregiver and alleged perpetrator: 

Whether the agency must be directed to continue its efforts to notify noncustodial parents, including unwed fathers:

When the child is to be in foster care prior to disposition, set terms for the following:

Visitation: __________________________________________________________________________

Support: ____________________________________________________________________________

Other communication between parent and child or child and siblings: ___________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

The court’s written findings of fact and conclusions of law should

· accurately reflect factual basis for an adjudication of abuse, neglect, and dependency

· accurately reflect the reasons for continued state intervention

· state that the findings are by clear and convincing evidence

· provide sufficiently detailed information to justify agency and court choices for treatment and services

· provide a defensible basis for refusing to return a child home

· be written in easily understandable language so that all parties know how the court’s findings relate to subsequent case planning

· set date and time of next hearing, if needed

( *For use by Guardian ad Litem Attorney Advocates.
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